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the god Siva '. Finally he prays: ( May my god be pleased,
not for my sake, but for the sake of the whole world'.
If the particular worshipper be wealthy, he may worship his
special god with Royal Worship (Rajopacdra)^ Le. with all the
pomp and paraphernalia of a king: kettle-drums, umbrella,
fly-whisk, music and a fountain ; but that is more usually done
when worshipping Visnu, the kingly god, than Siva, the ascetic.
If the man cannot afford to offer the sixteenfold worships
he would just perform the fivefold, and if he has not time to
do even that, he would content himself with repeating five
mantras to himself and offering mentally the sixteenfold
worship and the royal paraphernalia.
For the ordinary devapujana in the house, however, he may
substitute Temple- Worship, since more merit is gained by wor-
shipping a god in his temple; and if the worshipper has
performed all his morning worship up to this point on the
bank of a river, he is nearly sure to wend his way to one of the
temples of Siva near the river.
When we come to discuss temple-worship, we shall study
the ritual more in detail, but in order to get our bird's-eye
view of a Brahman's daily worship complete, we will just take
a look at what he does, remembering, however, that it is only
a passing glance, and that we are now concerned more with
the man than with the temple, its idol, or its priest.
The worshipper, clad only in loin-cloth and sacred thread,
and bearing a small brass pot in his hand, enters the temple
courtyard. Since no one may enter the presence of a god
empty-handed, he has probably brought with him some rice from
home and an incense-stick, and as he walks through the little
temple-garden, he picks some flowers and some bilva leaves.
He pours water over the linga, marks it with sandal-wood
paste (which is on the platform beside him), drops the flowers
and the leaves on it, and perhaps red and white powder, lights
the incense-stick and waves a lamp.
At the commencement and at the end of the, worship, he
rings a bell to draw the god's attention. But since the god